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Adaptive Strategies: 

Why Heritage Matters for Development
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UNESCO Historic Urban Landcapes



Disaster: Hurricane Harvey, USA, 2017 



2013: Protecting deltas , heritage helps ! 2015: Water and Heritage 2020: Adaptive Strategies

Water Heritage Agenda and ICOMOS
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Adaptive Strategies for 
Water Heritage, Past, 
Present Future

Ed: Carola Hein



Adaptive Strategies for Water Heritage

Past, Present and Future

• Part I: Drinking Water

• Part II: Agricultural Water

• Part III: Land Reclamation and Defense

• Part IV: River and Coastal Planning

• Part V: Port Cities and Waterfronts



Water and Heritage: Connecting two themes

• Water has served and sustained societies through history and is key in the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals
• Fresh and salt water are engrained into our tangible and intangible 

heritage: buildings, cities, policies, cultures, narratives, and daily practices 
for consumption, agriculture, defense, energy, or transport. 
• Water systems are changing: more floods, more droughts, new climate 

patterns, creating challenges and opportunities for heritage
• A better understanding of water heritage is needed to :

• Understand how humans have creatively adapted their environment and lifestyle to 
(changing) water patterns over time

• Better protect (water) heritage from climate change
• Rethink heritage as part of contemporary practices
• Use these sites and practices to inspire new designs, approaches and practices



WATER HERITAGE 
FOR THE FUTURE
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Drainage Water: Kinderdijk



Agricultural Water: Water Meadows 



Beemster Polder



Schokland

Schokland



Land Reclamation and Defense : Fort Honswijk



Wouda Steam Pumping Station



RDM Campus



River and Coastal Planning: Alblasserdam Riverbanks



Oostertscheldekering, Netherlands



Future Heritage: Waalhaaven



THANK YOU !


